
Visiting the Library 

Due to state library mandates, the Whitehall library is still open limited hours 

and following CDC safety regulations. 

Our open hours are: Monday and Wednesday from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m., Tuesday 

and Thursday from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m., and Friday from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. On Saturday, we 

only have curbside pickup from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. You can also do curbside pickup 

during any of our open hours. If you want curbside pickup, you can place books on 
hold online or by phone, and when they come in for you, we call you to schedule a 

day for you to pick them up at our side door. 

If you come in the library, you must use hand sanitizer at the door and 

wear a face covering unless a medical condition prevents you. Patrons can stay up 

to 1 hour if browsing for books or up to 2 hours if using the computer. While 

you’re in the library, please maintain social distancing by staying 6 feet apart from 

staff and other patrons wherever possible. We also ask that you leave after getting 

your books or accomplishing your business instead of lingering. 

We only take item returns in the yellow bins in our parking lot. When any-

thing is returned, we put it into quarantine for a week before checking it in, so it will 

show up on your account until then. You will not be fined for those quarantined 

days. 

 

Supporting the Library 

We’re very grateful for all the help our patrons have been giving us. If you 

want to support the library, one of the easiest ways to do that is to donate items 

on our wishlist. Right now, we’re asking for new disposable face masks, hand sanitiz-

er, and disinfecting wipes. 

We have two upcoming fundraisers: selling blind bags full of surprise books 

and holding a basket raffle (see page 2 for details). 

We also appreciate donations of new and gently-used books, but we have 

some restrictions for these. Due to the large number of donations, we can only take 

up to 3 bags or boxes at a time. (We prefer them to be in bags or boxes for storage 

purposes.) We can accept most books, but we can’t take textbooks, encyclopedias, 

magazines, VHS tapes, or audiocassettes. 

 

Resources 

As a library, we try to provide helpful resources for our community whenev-

er possible. These days, most of the help that we offer is digital. You can find our list 
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The library has a collection of databases for fun and education un-

der the Research & Learn section of our website (whitehallpl.org). 

One of our databases was recently renamed, and what was once 

called ReferenceUSA is now Reference Solutions. It still has 

all of the same sections as before. In fact, it offers more resources than it did when 

we first got it, so if you haven’t seen it in a while, this is a good time to check it 

out. You can either access it in the library or from home with your library card 
number and password. Reference Solutions helps you research: 

 Businesses - Get information on U.S. businesses, new businesses, and histori-

cal businesses, as well as Canadian businesses. 

 White Pages - Access U.S. and Canadian white pages and new mover/

homeowner records. 

 Jobs & Internships - Search millions of postings. 

 Healthcare - Find physicians and dentists near you and their business infor-

mation. 

 Consumers & Lifestyles - Search people and households based on their de-

mographics and lifestyles. 

Database Spotlight: Reference Solutions 

Fundraisers 

Blind Bags 

Since we can’t have our usual Fall Book Sale, we’re sell-

ing brown bags full of new or gently-used books for $5.00 per 

bag. The exact books will be a surprise, but each bag has a card 

on it giving the theme of the bag (like James Patterson, Civil 

War, or cooking). 

 
Basket Raffle 

Instead of having one large basket raffle, we’ll raffle off a few 

baskets at a time for a few months. Be sure to keep coming 

back to see what else we have to offer. 

Page 2 Library Lines  Whiteha l l  Townsh ip Publ ic  L ibrary  

Congratulations 

to Liliana 

Zaiter, who won 

our mascot-

naming contest 

with the 

name Gary 
Gorilla. We 

hope Gary can 

make our patrons 

smile for  a long 

time to come. 

What’s In a Name? 

Did You Know? 

 

We’ll have two full 

moons this 

October, on the 1st 

and 31st. We only 

get a full moon on 
Halloween about 

every 19 years, so 

the next one will be 

in 2039. 

 

The full moons of 

each month have 

traditional 

names. In October, 

the first is the 

Harvest Moon, and 

the second is the 

Hunter’s Moon. 

 

When there are 

two full moons in 

any month, the 

second is called a 

Blue Moon, which 

is where the phrase 

“once in a blue 

moon” 

comes 

from. 

This Halloween, the library will carry on its tradition of 

telling spooky stories for patrons of all ages. This time, 

we’ll host the stories online, since all of our programs will 

be virtual through the end of the year. 

 

Watch An October Evening of Sto-

ries, as told by Charles Kiernan, to get 
in the spirit of the season. We’ll post the 

link on our website (whitehallpl.org) late 

in October, and you can watch some 

chilling tales full of atmosphere and sus-

pense. 

An October Evening of Tales 
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of databases by going to our website (whitehallpl.org) and clicking on the Re-

search & Learn menu. Our database page offers information on genealogy, world 

and travel, learning, and more. Every month, this newsletter tells you about one of 

the databases we offer (see page 2). You can access most of them from home with 

your library card number and password; there are only two (Ancestry and 
ABCMouse) that you have to use in the library. 

If you don’t have a library card, you can apply for one at our front desk or 

on the My Account section of our website. If you don’t remember your password, 

ask someone at our front desk, and we can reset it for you. 

 

Programs & Events 

We’re keeping all programs virtual through the remainder of the year. You 

can watch the Events Calendar on our website (listed under Programs & Events) 

to see anything upcoming. 

The only regularly-scheduled event still running is for our Teen Advisory 

Board. We’re holding meetings through Zoom on the second Saturday of every 

month at 1:30 p.m. You can e-mail Ms. Santaliz at Santaliz.L@whitehallpl.org for the 

link. 

(Continued from page 1) 

The New Normal (cont’d) 

Book Nook: Black Cats 

One of the symbols of Halloween is a black cat, which is associated bad luck. 

This belief probably started in continental Europe during the Great Plague of the 

Middle Ages, when people were apt to blame and kill, everything and anyone that 

could be responsible for the disease. However, black cats have been symbols of 

good luck in the mythologies of the United Kingdom and other parts of the world 

where owning a black cat is desirable. Black cats became targets again in America 

during the witch frenzy during the 1700’s, and that’s where our modern belief lies. 
Cats were revered in early civilizations. Egypt, India, China, Peru, and Poland 

are just a few cultures with a cat god or goddess in their mythology. Many other 

cultures have a cat or cat-like creature in their folklore. Maneki-neko is a cat with 

an upward-pointing paw that symbolizes good luck in China and Japan, and figurines 

can be found in many homes and businesses, although not always as a black cat. 

According to the ASPCA, black is the most dominant gene for felines. When a 

large spotted predator, such as a jaguar or leopard, is black, it is often called a pan-

ther, but if you look closely, you can see the spots within the black coat. Compar-

ing cats and dogs, cats have better hearing (an octave higher than dogs, and ears 

that rotate 180 degrees), a better sense of smell, and better vi-

sion in the dark. Cats also have a higher rate of successful kills 

(32%) compared to dogs (14%). To find books in our nonfiction 

section, browse 636.8 for domestic cats, 599.75 for wild cats, 

394.2683 for Halloween, or 291 for mythology.  

~ Chris Andrews 

Did You Know? 

 

Every year, 

National Fire 

Prevention 

Week, which 

commemorates the 
1871 Great Chicago 

Fire, falls on the 

week that contains 

October 9. This 

year, it goes from 

October 4 - 10.  

 

Check out the 

National Fire 

Prevention 

Association website 

(nfpa.org) for fire 

safety tips. This 

year’s theme is 

Serve Up Safety 

in the Kitchen, so 

you can watch 

videos on fire in the 

kitchen and 

download a kitchen 

safety checklist. 

 

The Public 

Education section of 

this site has more 

information on fire 

safety for 

individuals, families, 

and teachers, and 

this week is a great 

time to implement 

fire safety measures 

around your house, 

like changing your 

smoke detector 

batteries or making 

a fire escape plan. 
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Color the Spider Web 
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Halloween Mad Libs (Part 1) 
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Working alone or taking turns with a group, choose 

a word for each part of speech or category listed 

below. After you’ve picked your words, turn to 

page 6 and use them to fill in the passage. 

 

1. Holiday: ____________________ 

2. Noun: ____________________ 

3. Place: ____________________ 

4. Person: ____________________ 

5. Adjective: ____________________ 

6. Body Part (Plural): ____________________ 

7. Verb: ____________________ 

8. Adjective: ____________________ 

9. Noun: ____________________ 

10. Food: ____________________ 

11. Plural Noun: ____________________ 

12. Famous Person: ____________________ 

13. Noun: ____________________ 

14. Food: ____________________ 

15. Food: ____________________ 

16. Number: ____________________ 

17. Verb: ____________________ 

18. Family Member: ____________________ 

19. Food: ____________________ 

20. Body Part: ____________________ 

21. Number: ____________________ 

22. Adjective: ____________________ 

23. Plural Noun: ____________________ 

24. Holiday: ____________________ 

Craft: Easy Pumpkin Decoration 

Recipe: Witch Hats 

This year, we’re enjoying fewer Halloween tradi-

tions like large parties and trick-or-treating. Howev-

er, it’s still fun to get into the spirit of the season 

with scary stories and fun decorations. Pumpkins 

have been a classic Halloween decoration in Ameri-

ca ever since the 1800’s, when Irish immigrants 

brought over their tradition of carving turnips (but 
found pumpkins easier). If you want to decorate a 

pumpkin this year but 

don’t have time to 

carve or even paint it, 

one easy solution is to 

use temporary tat-

toos. Simply buy some 

spooky temporary tat-

toos and apply them to 

your pumpkin like you 

would to skin. 

Ingredients:  

 2 (16 oz.) packages fudge stripe cookies 

 ¼ c. honey or frosting, or as needed   

 1 (9 oz.) bag milk chocolate candy kisses, un-

wrapped 

 1 (4.5 oz.) tube decorating gel 

Directions: 
1. Place a fudge stripe cookie with bottom side up 

onto a work surface. 

2. Smear a small dab (about 1/8 teaspoon) of hon-

ey or frosting onto the bottom of a chocolate 

kiss, and secure the candy piece to the center of 

the cookie, covering the hole. 

3. Use decorating gel to pipe a small band around 

the base of the candy piece. 

4. Repeat with remaining ingredients. 
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Halloween Mad Libs (Part 2) 
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Library staffers Chris Andrews, Andrea Hargrove (editor), and Patty Vahey produced this newsletter. 

Halloween 

Humor 

 

Q. What is a 

vampire's favorite 

fruit? 

A. A neck-tarine 

 

Q. What music do 

mummies listen to? 

A. Wrap music 

 

Q. Why did the 

Cyclops give up 

teaching? 

A. He only had one 

pupil. 

 

Q. Where does 

Dracula keep his 

money? 

A. In a blood bank 

 

Q. Why are ghosts 

terrible liars? 

A. You can see right 

through them. 

 

Q. What do witches 

put on their bagels? 

A. Scream cheese 

 

Q. What does the 

skeleton chef say 

when he serves you 

a meal? 

A. "Bone Appetit!" 

 

Q. What’s a 

vampire’s favorite 

holiday besides 

Halloween? 

A. Fangs-giving 

 

Q. Where do ghosts 

shop for clothes? 

A. Boo-tiques 

Logic Puzzle: Crossing the Moat 

The Puzzle 

Igor needs to ferry a werewolf, a witch, and a gingerbread man 

across a moat from a dock to Dracula’s castle. His boat can 

only carry him and one other thing. If the werewolf and witch 

are left alone together, the werewolf will bite the witch. If the 

witch and gingerbread man are left alone together, the witch 

will eat the gingerbread man. How does Igor get them all across the moat safely? 
 

The Solution 

1. Igor brings the witch across the moat (leaving the werewolf safely with the gin-

gerbread man). He leaves the witch at the castle and returns to the dock. 

2. Igor takes the werewolf to the castle next, but he can’t leave the werewolf alone 

with the witch, so he brings the witch back with him to the dock. 

3. This time, Igor ferries the gingerbread man to the castle, leaving the witch alone 

at the dock. 

4. Igor returns alone to the dock to pick up the witch and make one last trip across 

the moat with her to the castle. 

Use the words you chose on page 5 to fill in the blanks! 

 

I can’t believe it’s almost [1] ____________________! I can’t wait to put on my 

[2] ____________________ and visit every [3] ____________________ in my 

neighborhood. This year, I am going to dress up as (a) [4] __________________ 

with [5] ____________________ [6] ____________________. Before I 

[7] ____________________, I make sure to grab my [8] _________________ 

[9] ____________________ to hold all of my [10] ____________________. 

Finally, all of my [11] ____________________ are ready to go! When 

[12] ____________________ answers the door, I say, 

“[13] ____________________ or Treat!” Yum! I got (a) 

[14] ____________________ and (a) [15] ____________________. We visit 

[16] ____________________ houses and decide it’s time to 

[17] ____________________ home. My [18] ____________________ says if I 

eat too much [19] ____________________, my [20] ____________________ 

will hurt, so I’ll just eat [21] ____________________ pieces and go straight to 

bed. I hope I’ll have [22] ____________________ dreams of 

[23] ____________________ tonight! Happy [24] ____________________! 


